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Ben was automatically soaping his hands. "You haven't a gun/5
he retorted to Steve.
"I have."
"You haven't."
"I have."
"You haven't a gun." Ben settled that matter.
Then he added, looking off into space, "You'll try to shoot me,
and I won't die."
Steve began again to claim ownership to a gun.
Ben said scornfully, "You think so, don't you."
And when Steve insisted, Ben, inspired, said, "Anyway, you
haven't any real bullets."
Steve thought a moment and then said, "My mommy will shoot
you."
Ben retorted, "She won't. Mommies are very good."
Steve: "Mine isn't."
Ben: "She is so."
Steve: "She isn't."
Ben said very emphatically, "She is. Every mommy in the world
is good." He grabbed his comb from its hook: "I can beat you. You
have to wash your hands and dry your face and I don't." He fin-
ished with a flourish and said to Steve as he firmly hung up his comb,
"There, I beat you, I beat you."
The preceding record gives us an insight into the genesis of
symbolization and its relationship to the psychic dynamics. The
biological discharge also stimulates an emotional discharge. As the
act of urinating evokes the association with shooting, the child uses
this association for the aggression against his friend Steve. This
process indicates how the penis and its function becomes symbolized
by a gun and by the act of shooting, and how one symbol may repre-
sent two opposite meanings: that of attraction and that of hate.
Psychoanalysts have observed very often the symbolization of sexual
functions by the act of shooting. But as far as this author knows,
the mechanism of such a symbolization has not been demonstrated.
Our record shows furthermore the persistence and the transfer of
such symbols. Several other associations and situations have fol-
lowed those of shooting; however, the aggressive factor has broken
through again and again.
AGGBESSION  AS  A  COMPENSATION
The child's aggressiveness against other children Is sometimes
different from Ms aggressiveness against adults* L. B.